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exposition from the Christian stand-point, with an earnest desire to give these 
religions credit for all the good they contain. The book is crammed with facts, 
and is therefore rather dry reading. The life of Buddha, the law of Buddhism, 
its order of monks, philosophical doctrines, morality and chief aim, nirvana, 
its history in its theistic, polytheistic, mystical, hierarchical and ceremonial 
phases, its festivals and prayers, sacred places, sacred objects, temples, and 
idols, — these are some of the subjects that are taken up. The concluding 
lecture contrasts Buddhism with Christianity. The doctrines are compared — 
Christ's call of men to become perfect through suffering, with Buddha's call 
to get rid of suffering by suppression of desires and extinction of personal 
existence ; the former teaching to honor the body, the latter, to despise it ; the 
former seeking to store up merit, like capital at a bank ; the latter, offering a free 
gift of pardon and the hope of eternal life through divine grace. While the pre- 
cepts of Buddhism are lofty, they have not the power to stir the heart and move 
the life, which is manifested in the teaching of Jesus Christ. As for Buddha and 
Christ, the latter declares himself God-sent; the former, self -sent. The latter 
bade men follow Him, the former threw them back upon themselves. The one 
dies and lives again— the other dies and desires for his followers a similar fate. 
" What shall I do to inherit eternal life ?— says the Christian. What shall I do to 
inherit eternal extinction of life ?— says the Buddhist." The conclusion of the 
whole matter is this: "It seems a mere absurdity to have to ask in concluding 
these lectures : — Whom shall we choose as our Guide, our Hope, our Salvation? 'the 
Light of Asia,' or ' the Light of the World ' ? the Buddha or the Christ ? It seems 
a mere mockery to put this final question to rational and thoughtful men in the 
nineteenth century : Which book shall we clasp to our hearts in our last hour ?— 
the book that tells us of the dead, the extinct, the death-giving Buddha ? or the 
book that reveals to us the living, the eternal, the life-giving Christ ?" 

An important postscript calls attention to a wide-spread error concerning the 
probable number of adherents to Buddhism. Instead of numbering about 600 
millions and being the most numerous of any religious body, there are not more 
than 100 millions of real Buddhists, as over against 430 to 450 million Christians, 
while the " present condition of Buddhism is one of rapidly increasing disinte- 
gration and decline." It is probably fourth in the numerical scale of religions, 
coming after Confucianism, Brahmanism and Hinduism, as they follow Chris- 
tianity. 
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To Dr. Elliott, the author of this new work on prophecy, biblical students are 
indebted for much upon the same subject in the volume of Lange's Commentary 
on the Minor Prophets. As is indicated by the title-page, the material of the 
book falls into four parts : (1) prophecy in general ; (2) the connection of Old 
Testament prophecy with Old Testament history ; (3) Messianic prophecy ; (4) 
the New Testament fulfillment. 
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In the chronological order, as well as in his general treatment, he has fol- 
lowed, as he says, " the traditional view instead of the critical subjective theory of 
the Old Testament historical interpretation." " It is the custom," he adds in the 
preface, " of some besides rationalists to dichotomize Isaiah ; but the author has 
never seen any arguments sufficiently convincing to justify such treatment. Jew- 
ish tradition says that he was sawn asunder by the order of Manasseh ; modern 
critics tear asunder his book because it does not harmonize with their presupposi- 
tions." 

The gradual development of prophecy is everywhere recognized ; the moral 
element, as compared with the miraculous, is emphasized. The old derivation of 
the word nabhi, prophet, from a root to bubble forth is given, notwithstanding the 
now generally accepted etymology which connects it with a word meaning to 
speak, for which both Assyrian and Arabic furnish parallels. And yet the 
meaning which he assigns to "prophecy," viz., declaration, interpretation, in 
spite of the wrong etymology, is correct. 

Three modes of divine communication are specified : vision, dream, direct 
communication and manifestation. "The highest form," it is said, "was the 
last and was reserved for Moses." "Will the author then classify all of Isaiah's 
prophecies under " vision "or " dream " ? This is manifestly wrong. The third 
mode would better be called spiritual illumination or enlightenment. Here belongs, 
by far, the greatest part of the work of all the prophets except, perhaps, Ezekiel, 
Zechariah, and Daniel ; and here, too, belongs the work of Moses. There were 
not four modes of divine communication ; nor is it true that communication by 
word of mouth would be more direct or higher than that by spiritual enlighten- 
ment. Of this last there were different degrees, and of these the highest was 
employed in the work of God with Moses. The most interesting, as well as the 
most profitable portion of this work is that which relates to the connection of 
Old Testament prophecy with Old Testament history. In the average mind there 
is not the faintest suspicion of any such connection. One of the curiosities of 
modern thinking, or rather non-thinking, is the utter indifference maintained by 
interpreters of prophecy to the historical setting. Here, however, a distinction 
must be made between (1) the historical setting or background of distinct proph- 
ecies, for example, Isaiah's Immanuel prophecy ; and (2) the prophetic element 
which everywhere characterizes Israelitish history. The supernatural element in 
Israelitish history shows itself in the record of that history ; and the record of 
that history is itself prophecy. While, now, our author is sufficiently clear on the 
second of these points, the first does not receive the needed emphasis. One must 
confess, indeed, that even a close study of the book will leave the student unen- 
lightened on this, perhaps, most important feature of prophecy. Is it not rather 
strange that nine pages should have been given to the " Shiloh " prophecy, while 
the whole period of David and Solomon, with all its valuable material, is treated 
in three V 

In his treatment of the New Testament fulfillment of prophecy the canon 
laid down is the only true one, viz., " the Old Testament contained only the rudi- 
ments of the good things of the New ;" " it is inchoate and progressive, less clear 
and full than the New ;" " there is danger of making New Testament fulfillment 
extend very little beyond Old Testament knowledge." " New Testament knowl- 
edge must not be sought in the prophets of the Old Testament." " Old Testa- 
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ment prophecy must be stripped of the form and drapery which it borrowed from 
the institutions and historical relations of its times." 

With these correct principles as the basis of his work, we must confess some 
surprise at the way in which they have received application. The typical element, 
much abused by many, and yet one of the most fundamental in Scripture inter- 
pretation, is largely ignored, and special passages almost universally recognized 
as typical are treated as directly prophetic. 

The last four chapters of the book contain a large amount of sound matter 
on the premillenial question under the heads : the Kingdom of God and of the 
Messiah ; the relation of the Messianic Kingdom to the world ; the future of the 
Jewish people ; the millenium and the judgment. 

The book is fresh, stimulating and helpful. If the author had followed more 
closely the principles which he himself laid down ; if he had recognized more 
fully the historical background of the distinct prophecies ; and if there had been 
greater proportion in the treatment, the work would have been one of the most 
valuable yet produced upon the general subject of prophecy. 



